A World Democracy

DEMOCRACY TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW

The crisis through which we are now passing is making
it dear that there are two opposing ways of life in the world.
The democratic way of life is being gradually, but all too
slowly, built up in Great Britain and in part of the British
Commonwealth, the United States and some European
countries (in spite of their temporary subjection to Nazi
tyranny). This way of life is based on a belief in the sacred-
ness of all humanity working towards an ideal when every
roan, woman and child shall have the maximum of freedom
consistent with tolerance, justice and the rule of law. In
the opposite camp, the doctrine of dictators is vividly illus-
trated by Mussolini, one of the first, though not foremost,
of modern dictators. He has said : " Words are beautiful
things, but machine-guns," ships and aeroplanes are still more
beautiful. . . . War alone brings to its highest tension all
human energy, and puts the stamp of nobility on the people
who have the courage to lead it. ... Believe, obey and
fight." Thus is the dictator's creed summed up, demanding
blind belief in his word and unflinching obedience to his
commands* The individual citizen is of no account except
as a pawn to the all-powerful State. On the other hand, the
slogan of democracy can be taken from the greatest Teacher
and greatest Democrat of all time : " Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself '*.

ERADICATION OF DICTATORSHIPS  *

From this world crisis is developing a new determination
among the peoples of the countries affected (and there is now
oot one which is not either directly or indirectly involved) to
preserve their traditional liberties and to respond to the
challenge thrown, down by the dictators. It is recognized
by an ever-increasing number of enlightened people in this
and other lands that education, in its broadest sense, is the
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